
During Shared Reading

Read the text on the page first, then make comments or ask open-ended questions about the story.
Pause often to give the AAC reader time to think and respond. It's a conversation, not a quiz.
Model slightly beyond the AAC reader's current language level. If they use single words, model two- 

       word phrases. If they use two-word phrases, model three-word phrases, and so on. This helps build 
       their language. If you are new to AAC modeling, start with one-word models and build from there.
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1-WORD MODELS

hug you
can lick
more clap
legs kick
can you

do it
more hug
feet kick
can clap
more do

do
feel
hug
it
like
more

3-WORD MODELS

you can clap
arms can hug
can you lick
you do it

hands can clap 
you can kick 
tongue can lick 
do it more

you can hug
legs can kick
you like it
hug you more

Speak in full sentences and model only the key target words on the AAC system.
Example: “These are hands. Hands can clap. You did it! Do it more
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Book: What is a Belly Button For?

2-WORD MODELS
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QUICK
TIPS

AAC Modeling Quick Guide

Book: What is a Belly Button For?

Shared reading is a conversation about the story. Pause on each page to make comments and ask your
AAC reader to share their thoughts. Make connections from the AAC reader's comments to the situation.
In time, your AAC reader will initiate more and you can let them direct the experience - that is the goal! 

When you see... Try modeling...

Feet and toes

Arms hugging

A head thinking

feet | feet kick| feet can kick

clap l clap hands l you clap hands

head| head do l head do it

There is no “right” response. Model a word or phrase, pause, and notice how your
AAC reader communicates. Keep movement playful and optional. Never require a
student to copy an action.

Eyes blinking eyes l eyes do l eyes do it

AAC Modeling Quick Guide

Hands clapping

arms l arms hug| arms can hug



Word Symbols 

can

clap

do

hug

it

What is a Belly Button For? 

Unity 84 Sequenced® 

kick

like

lick

more

you



Word Symbols 

arms

back

body

eyes

feet

What is a Belly Button For?  
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hands

head

legs

tongue

toes
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WordPower® 
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hands

head
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toes
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1-WORD MODELS

see bear
see bee
see fish
bear ears
what see

bear can
look cub
look ear
bear nose
you can

can
go
bear
look
nose
see

3-WORD MODELS

bear can see
bear see cub
you can see
what you see?

bear can go 
what bear see
can you look
bear like it 

 

bear see bee
bear like blueberries
what it see
you see it

Speak in full sentences and model only the key target words on the AAC system.
Example: “The bear uses her eyes. Bear can see. What does she see? 
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Shared reading is a conversation about the story. Pause on each page to make comments and ask your
AAC reader to share their thoughts. Make connections from the AAC reader's comments to the situation.
In time, your AAC reader will initiate more and you can let them direct the experience - that is the goal! 

When you see... Try modeling...

The bear looking

The beehive

The bear smelling

look| bear look| what bear see

cub l look cub l bear see cub

nose| bear like l bear like blueberries

There is no “right” response. Model a word or phrase, pause, and notice how your 
AAC reader communicates. Connect the bear’s senses to the reader’s own 
experiences without turning the interaction into a test.

The blueberry bush blueberries l like blueberries l you like blueberries
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Bear and cub

bee l see bee| bear see bee
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Iook

more

see
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eyes

fish

nose

paws

water
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